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Introduction 

In 2018 Wild Work was approached by Carrigaline Tidy Towns to create a habitat map and 

Biodiversity Action Plan for a section of land marked Kilnagleary Site (Fig. 1). This site has 

been identified by Carrigaline Tidy Towns as a place that they would like to enhance for 

biodiversity and transform into an educational and recreational amenity. This document 

outlines the biodiversity actions and associated information related to the development of 

these actions.  

About Carrigaline and the Kilnagleary Site  

Carrigaline is a metropolitan town (previously known as satellite towns) located 13km south 

of Cork City and situated in a limestone region in the Owenabue Valley. It lies at the mouth 

of the Owenabue River and at the head of the Owenabue Estuary, which forms part of the 

Cork Harbour Special Protection Area.  

The Kilnagleary site consists of section of abandoned land of approximately 11.87 hectares 

located to the south of the Owenabue Estuary. It is bordered by housing estates to the west 

and the R612, Kilnagleary and Ferny roads to the north, east and south respectively (Fig.1).  
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Figure 1 Kilnagleary Site 

What is Biodiversity?  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘƘŀƴŘ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩΦ  

But what does that mean?  

! ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ΨōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀƭƭ the different types and 

individuals of living things on the planet, the places they live and the ways they live with 

each other.  

!ƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ΨbŀǘǳǊŜΩΗ  
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What do Biodiversity Action Plans generally do?  

In general Biodiversity Action Plans look at what species and habitats are in an area and 

what issues there might be for species and habitats in that area.  

A good plan will then identify what actions are needed to address any issues, who is going to 

carry out the actions and in what timeframe as well as what resources are needed to carry 

out the plan, and who can help.  

A local Biodiversity Action plan such as this one might choose to look at what can be done to 

enhance the local area to benefit biodiversity, but actions will still need to be identified as 

well as the who, when and how.  

Not everything a group might like to do may be achievable at once, so it is a good idea to 

prioritise actions based on resources available.  

A good local Biodiversity Action Plan also ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǊƳ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ 

want to help nature.  

Making a plan means we have to think about nature in our area, how we would like to help 

nature in our area and helps us keep track of the actions we take to help nature.  

Ideally making a local Biodiversity Action Plan means we learn more about nature in our 

area, value nature in our area more and conserve and enhance nature in our area more.  

Biodiversity Action Plans such as this should be reviewed every 5 years, as that provides an 

opportunity to look at what has been achieved and to look at issues still to be worked on, 

and how future actions might be resourced. 

Why do we need Biodiversity Action Plans?  

1950s- It is increasingly noticed that the way people live on the planet is damaging other 

species and the places those species need to live. It is realised that this damage is also a 

problem for people.  

1980s- Under the United Nations, people across the planet decide to take action to protect 

all species, the places they live and the ways they live together.  

1992- Ireland is one of 168 parties that sign up to the Convention on Biological Diversity 

which is designed to make sure that  
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¶ Biodiversity is protected,  

¶ Biodiversity is kept safe for future generations,  

¶ The benefits of Biodiversity are shared equally. 

The idea of preparing Biodiversity Action Plans comes from the Convention on Biological 

Diversity  

2002 - Ireland makes its first National Biodiversity Action Plan. This plan says that Local 

Authorities, like Cork County Council, need to prepare Biodiversity Action Plans too.  

2009 - First Biodiversity Action Plan for County Cork is published.  

The Cork County Biodiversity Action Plan says that to make sure the plan works, lots of 

organisations and people need to get involved (Cork County Council, 2009).  

Lots of groups of people doing a little (or a lot!!) at a local level can make a huge positive 

impact for nature at county, country and global level. 

What is in this Biodiversity Action Plan? 

The content in this plan have been produced based on the following: 

1. Habitat mapping by Wild Work 

2. Desktop research by Wild Work 

Information of interest about the Kilnagleary site 

The Historic Map 25 inch (1888-1913) show this site was originally agricultural land divided 

into several fields. Relics of this agricultural past can still be found on the site including old 

field boundaries and drainage ditches ό[ƻȄǘƻƴ ϧ hΩIŀƭƭƻǊŀƴΣ нлмуύ (Fig. 2). At what point 

agriculture ceased and the fields were abandoned is not clear, however the development of 

surrounding housing estates started in the 1970s, with Elmside and Mount Rivers Estate and 

!ǎƘōƻǳǊƴŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ŀƴŘ !ǊŘŎŀǊǊŀƛƎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ улΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǳǇǇŜǊ ǎŀƭǘ 

marsh (CM2) in the northeast of the site is marked as mud in the old maps suggesting it was 

not successfully drained or used for agriculture in the past. 
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Figure 2 Habitat Map of the Kilnagleary Site 

 

 




































