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Introduction 

10/11/17 

A dynamic community led strategic planning process is being facilitated by SECAD Partnership in 

conjunction with Cork County Council and the communities of Carrigtwohill and Passage West.  

In the Carrigtwohill Community, this planning process will lead to the development of a strategic five-year 

Town and Village Renewal Plan based on inputs from people living in the community, people working in 

the community, people providing volunteer and community based services and people that are providing 

services to the communities such as Cork County Council and education, health and other service 

providers. 

This draft document outlines progress made on development of a biodiversity action plan to feed into the 

five-year Town and Village Renewal Plan for Carrigtwohill. 

This draft is being circulated in its current form to allow community stakeholders in Carrigtwohill to give 

their feedback. All feedback received will be incorporated into the final document.  

All feedback should be sent directly to Wild Work via phone, email, facebook, or post. 

The deadline for submissions of feedback on this draft is November 22nd, 2017. 

Wild Work contact details for submission of feedback 

Wild Work 

C/o SECAD Partnership CLG, 

Midleton Community Enterprise Centre, Owenacurra Business Park,  

Knockgriffin, Midleton, Co. Cork 

0214613432 

info@wildwork.ie 

https://www.facebook.com/wildworkers/ 

  

mailto:info@wildwork.ie
https://www.facebook.com/wildworkers/
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General principles 

The following general principles should be followed in the implementation of any actions included in this 

Biodiversity Action Plan: 

1. Always preserve features of high conservation value. 

2. Use native species whenever planting/sowing. 

3. Try to fully understand the habitats and flora and fauna species already associated with the given 

location. 

4. Consult with a qualified ecologist or Wild Work staff to learn how to implement best practice. 

5. Work with, rather than against nature to make biodiversity enhancement more efficient. 

6. Cease using herbicides, insecticides, fungicides and any other pesticides or chemicals where possible.  

- For example, there is no need to use herbicide to maintain border edges of green areas. This 

task can be carried out quite easily either with a manual hoe or shovel, or use of strimming 

equipment. 

7. Follow Sustainable Use Directive guidelines if applying any pesticides. 

8. Wild can be beautiful. Always strive to make places aesthetically pleasing, so that others will be 

inspired to copy your good example. 

9. Try to understand the big picture and be aware that some actions considered to be beneficial may 

not always be of benefit to biodiversity and nature in every setting.  

- For example, planting trees is usually a good idea, but not if we are trying to protect a rare 

grassland and its associated fauna. There are plenty of other examples… 

10. Remember that people can benefit from biodiversity, as much as biodiversity can benefit from 

people; Help people, to help nature, to help people… 
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About Carrigtwohill 

Carrigtwohill is located 17km east of Cork City centre off the N25. Though some people would think of 

Carrigtwohill as a village, it has the highest percentage of growth of any town in Cork County in recent 

years. 

The rapid growth in Carrigtwohill has led to a young profile in the population. 

The 2014 Cork County Development Plan envisages significant further growth for Carrigtwohill, both in a 

residential sense and also a business sense in terms of industrial development and technology 

manufacturing. 

The landscape of Carrigtwohill is designated a scenic landscape and provides an excellent opportunity to 

develop a vibrant place to live (Cork County Council, 2017). 

 

Boundary considerations regarding biodiversity features 

In terms of how nature functions, places in Carrigtwohill may be of importance not just within Carrigtwohill 

itself, but as part of a network of interconnected habitats located locally, regionally and internationally. 

Likewise, people from the Carrigtwohill community value biodiversity features both within and outside 

their town boundary. 

In producing this draft biodiversity action plan, Wild Work have taken an open approach in identifying 

features of biodiversity interest and have not stuck within a defined geographic boundary. If a place has 

been highlighted as being of importance to people and biodiversity in Carrigtwohill, then it has been 

included in the potential actions within this draft of the plan. The centre of Carrigtwohill has been used as 

the starting point and then the identification of all habitats and species of interest has been based on what 

people in the community have suggested are places of importance. The result of this approach, is that 

some of the places identified in the document are not located within Carrigtwohill itself. 
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Land ownership and necessary approval considerations 

No actions listed in this plan should be undertaken without prior agreement being sought from the 

landowner(s).  

Where necessary approvals should also be sought from state agencies such as: 

• National Monuments 

• National Parks and Wildlife Service 

• Office of Public Works 

• Port of Cork 

• Inland Fisheries 

• Cork Co. Co. 

• Etc. 

 

  



 

5 
 

What is Biodiversity? 

This is a shorthand way of saying ‘biological diversity’.  

But what does that mean?  

A simple way to describe ‘biological diversity’ is to say it means all the different types and individuals of 

living things on the planet, the places they live and the ways they live with each other. 

An even simpler way to describe biodiversity might be ‘Nature’! 

 

What do Biodiversity Action Plans generally do? 

In general Biodiversity Action Plans look at what species and habitats are in an area and what issues there 

might be for species and habitats in that area. 

A good plan will then identify what actions are needed to address any issues, who is going to carry out the 

actions and in what timeframe as well as what resources are needed to carry out the plan, and who can 

help. 

A local Biodiversity Action plan such as this one might choose to look at what can be done to enhance the 

local area to benefit biodiversity, but actions will still need to be identified as well the who, when and how. 

Not everything a group might like to do may be achievable at once, so it is a good idea to prioritise actions 

based on resources available. 

A good local Biodiversity Action Plan also makes sure that we don’t harm Nature when we want to help 

Nature. 

Making a plan means we have to think about Nature in our area, how we would like to help Nature in our 

area and helps us keep track of the actions we take to help Nature. 

Ideally making a local Biodiversity Action Plan means we learn more about Nature in our area, value Nature 

in our area more and conserve and enhance Nature in our area more. 

Biodiversity Action Plans should be reviewed every 5 years, which gives a good chance to look at what has 

been achieved and to look at issues still to be worked on, and how future actions might be resourced,  
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Why do we need Biodiversity Action Plans?  

1950s- It is increasingly noticed that the way people live on the planet is damaging other species and the 

places those species need to live. It is realised that this damage is also a problem for people.  

1980s- Under the United Nations, people across the planet decide to take action to protect all species, the 

places they live and the ways they live together. 

1992- Ireland is one of 168 parties that sign up to the Convention on Biological Diversity which is designed 

to make sure that 

• Biodiversity is protected, 

• Biodiversity is kept safe for future generations, 

• The benefits of Biodiversity are shared equally. 

The idea of preparing Biodiversity Action Plans comes from the Convention on Biological Diversity 

2002 - Ireland makes its first National Biodiversity Action Plan. This plan says that Local Authorities, like 

Cork County Council, need to prepare Biodiversity Action Plans too. 

2009 - First Biodiversity Action Plan for County Cork is published. 

The Cork County Biodiversity Action Plan says that to make sure the plan works, lots of organisations and 

people need to get involved (Cork County Council, 2009). 

Lots of groups of people doing a little (or a lot!!) at a local level can make a huge positive impact for Nature 

at county, country and global level. 
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What is in this Biodiversity Action Plan? 

The actions listed in this plan have been produced based on the following: 

  

1. Submission of ideas from community stakeholders during consultation events 

2. Individual submissions made via online survey questionnaires 

3. Desktop research by Wild Work  
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Types of places investigated 

The following types of places have been considered in the generation of actions: 

Public/managed places 

Parks, graveyards, recreational facilities, etc. 

 

Places that are considered biodiversity hotspots 

Wetlands, local woods, school gardens, etc. 

 

People’s own places 

Gardens, businesses, etc. 

 

Neglected/derelict places 

Brownfield sites, abandoned industrial spaces, old buildings, etc. 
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All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 

Some actions that have been listed are of relevance to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. 

Details of this national initiative can be found here: http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/irish-

pollinator-initiative/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/resources/ 

 

Helping biodiversity and helping people 

Biodiversity action plans usually consider the needs of flora and fauna in isolation and as something 

separate to human needs.  

Wild Work’s motto of helping people, help nature, help people is about recognising that people want to 

help nature and that people can benefit in doing so. If we help nature, we can also help ourselves and our 

communities, particularly in terms health and well-being. 

For example, developing and managing woodlands as spaces for people to exercise and play, but while also 

prioritising the need to manage the woodland for the benefit of the species of flora and fauna that live 

there. 

Actions included in this plan take this concept into consideration. 

 

  

http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/irish-pollinator-initiative/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/resources/
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie/projects/irish-pollinator-initiative/all-ireland-pollinator-plan/resources/
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Wild Places – for play and recreation – for people and for biodiversity 

Some places have been identified in this plan as ‘Wild Places’.  

Anywhere listed as a ‘Wild Place’ is potentially suitable for developing and managing as a wild place for 

young and old people to play and recreate, to relax and unwind and to experience wildness up close. Often 

these are abandoned under-utilised places where nature has been allowed to thrive. These places have 

fantastic potential to be enhanced both for people and for biodiversity. 

Inspiration and examples of where this type of thing is happening in other places can be found in the 

following links: 

 

Chicago reclaiming unused infrastructure to develop urban green spaces 

http://biophiliccities.org/the-606-chicago/ 

 

An abandoned Berlin train station becomes a primeval forest and wildlife park 

https://gruen-berlin.de/natur-park-suedgelaende 

 

Vitoris-Gasteiz links green spaces through recreational walkways 

http://www.vitoria-

gasteiz.org/we001/was/we001Action.do?idioma=en&accionWe001=ficha&accion=anilloVerde 

 

Areas of wild vegetation in a Danish climate resilient neighbourhood 

http://klimakvarter.dk/en/byrum/ 

 

Enabling wildlife be part of everyday life in Bristol 

http://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/My%20Wild%20City%20-

%20Final%20Booklet.pdf 

 

A green living spaces plan for Birmingham 

https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/208/green_living_spaces_plan 

 

The Biophilic Cities Project 

http://biophiliccities.org/about/ 

http://biophiliccities.org/the-606-chicago/
https://gruen-berlin.de/natur-park-suedgelaende
http://www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/we001/was/we001Action.do?idioma=en&accionWe001=ficha&accion=anilloVerde
http://www.vitoria-gasteiz.org/we001/was/we001Action.do?idioma=en&accionWe001=ficha&accion=anilloVerde
http://klimakvarter.dk/en/byrum/
http://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/My%20Wild%20City%20-%20Final%20Booklet.pdf
http://www.avonwildlifetrust.org.uk/sites/default/files/files/My%20Wild%20City%20-%20Final%20Booklet.pdf
https://www.birmingham.gov.uk/downloads/download/208/green_living_spaces_plan
http://biophiliccities.org/about/
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Adventure playgrounds 

Wild places have potential to be developed as adventure playgrounds. 

Further information about this concept can be found in the following links: 

http://avow.org/en/play-provision/ 

http://play-ground.nyc/about/ 

https://popupadventureplaygrounds.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/pupstoolkit.pdf 

https://popupadventureplaygrounds.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/amazing-benefits-en.pdf 

http://playfreemovie.com/playwork/ 

https://soundcloud.com/erinjd/claire 

http://www.allianceforchildhood.org/sites/allianceforchildhood.org/files/file/PlayworkPrimer_2010.pdf 

 

 

 

  

http://avow.org/en/play-provision/
http://play-ground.nyc/about/
https://popupadventureplaygrounds.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/pupstoolkit.pdf
https://popupadventureplaygrounds.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/amazing-benefits-en.pdf
http://playfreemovie.com/playwork/
https://soundcloud.com/erinjd/claire
http://www.allianceforchildhood.org/sites/allianceforchildhood.org/files/file/PlayworkPrimer_2010.pdf
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Biodiversity information of interest about Carrigtwohill  

For sources of information referred to in this section, please see endnotes below. 

Details of protected sites 

Carrigtwohill is located very close to Cork Harbour. Much of Cork Harbour is recognised as being 

internationally important for habitats and species, particularly bird species.  

Great Island Channel Special Area of Conservation and Cork Harbour Special Protected Area come as close 

as Tullagreen and Killacloyne.1  

Special Areas of Conservation and Special Protected Areas are part of a European-wide network of sites 

called Natura 2000 that are given legal protection for their habitats and species under a European Law 

commonly known as the Habitats Directive.2 

The mudflats and saltmarshes in these protected areas provide homes for a large number and diversity of 

invertebrates, mainly marine worms, clams, shrimp and snails3. These provide great food for resident and 

migrating bird species. Grasslands, wetlands and woodlands around the area provide roosting or feeding 

places for birds as well as habitat for other animal and plant species. 

Species of conservation importance 

Over 70 bird species have been recorded in the immediate Carrigtwohill area. Many of these, such as 

Wood Pigeon, Blackbird, Starling, Crow and Bluetit may be familiar to most of us. However less common 

and protected species such as Barn Owl, Yellow Hammer, Little Egret, and Kestrel have also been spotted4.   

Mammals such as Fox, Badger, Hare, Rabbit, Red Squirrel, Hedgehog, Pygmy Shrew, Wood Mouse and 

Otter have all been recorded in and around Carrigtwohill4. Most of these species are protected under 

Wildlife and / or Animal Cruelty protection laws5,6. The Pine Marten, which through hunting and habitat 

destruction, had almost been driven to extinction in Ireland, is at last beginning to recover in numbers and 

distribution7. It too has been recorded in and around the Carrigtwohill area.4 

7 of the 9 species of Ireland’s native bat species have been recorded here4. Of the remaining two bat 

species, Daubenton’s Bat should certainly be found in the area. The Lesser Horseshoe Bat is usually only 

found in more Western parts of Ireland. This is the only native species that roosts hanging upside down 

with its wings wrapped around it8. It is starting to increase its range and has been recorded in Ballincollig 

just west of Cork city in the last 5 years8,4. Carrigtwohill and surrounding areas have the caves, older 

buildings and broadleaved woodland this species shows a preference for, so it could be recorded here in 

the near future. 
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Geology 

The bedrock that Carrigtwohill sits on is Limestone. The soil is mainly Acid brown earth, but in some areas 

the limestone is very close to the surface. There are the remains of an old limestone quarry in a housing 

estate in Carrigtwohill and caves and sinkholes run under the town4, 14,15,16. 

Grassy areas where the bedrock comes close to the surface could be home to relatively scarce plant 

species such as the Bee orchid and Vervain (Finbarr Wallace, pers. comm.). However in the Carrigtwohill 

area, a number of these limestone outcrops have been, or are being, quarried. 

The variety of different habitat types that occur in and close to Carrigtwohill, provides for a diversity of 

invertebrate species such as butterflies, moths, bees and hoverflies. 

Wetland areas may provide habitat for the Common Frog and Smooth Newt, while drier areas with low 

vegetation and exposed rock could be useful for the Common Lizard. 

A 2012 Flood Risk Assessment study of Carrigtwohill11 mentions two Turloughs (FL6) having been located in 

Ballyadam townland in the east of Carrigtwohill. In Ireland Turloughs are a very rare habitat outside of the 

mid-west. Turloughs that are assessed as of being good quality are heavily protected by EU Legislation12. It 

would seem that the Turloughs in Ballyadam were infilled during groundworks for an industrial estate11.  

 

Hydrology 

The freshwater streams within the development boundary are the Anngrove and Tibbotstown streams. 

These streams are not currently monitored as part of EPA water quality monitoring 17.  

The most significant water body connected with Carrigtwohill is the harbour. For Transitional Waterbody 

quality monitoring under the Water Framework Directive18, the closest section to Carrigtwohill is referred 

to as Slatty Bridge / Fota Island. The most recent, available Water Framework Directive Assessment (2010-

2015)19 has this water body assessed as ‘Moderate’.  

Details of any relevant past surveys, reports etc. 

In 2000 the Heritage Council in Ireland introduced a standardised system for naming different habitats in 

Ireland. This is called ‘A Guide to Habitats in Ireland’ by Julie. A. Fossitt9. As well as a name for each habitat, 

it has a code. These codes are used in this Biodiversity Action Plan. In 2005 Cork County Council started an 

ambitious project to map habitats in the county according to the new classification system10,4.  
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As might be expected in a semi-rural town utilised by people such as Carrigtwohill, Cultivated Land (BC) 

and Built Land (BL), Disturbed Ground (ED) and Improved Grassland (GA) were recorded habitats. However 

other more natural habitats were recorded within the current development boundary of the town.  

These included: 

Wet Grassland GS4. 

Oak-Ash-Hazel Woodland WN2 

Scrub WS1 

Hedgerows WL1 

Treelines WL2 

Depositing / lowland rivers FW2 

Since the habitat surveys started by Cork County Council in 2005, there has been a lot of development in 

Carrigtwohill, with more to come13. In housing and industrial estates a number of water features (FL8) have 

been constructed that could prove a valuable habitat for aquatic plant species, frogs, fish, birds and 

mammals. 

As part of road development over the past 20 years, some new woodland habitats have been created 

along the N25 and associated slip-roads. Although these have a high number of non-native tree species, 

they still provide good cover for animals. 

The Cork County Council Habitat Survey shows that outside of the town’s development boundary, but 

connected to it, there is a wider variety of semi-natural habitats.  

These semi-natural habitats include: 

Dry Meadows and Grassy Verges (GS2) 

Wet Willow Alder Ash Woodland (WN6) 

Mixed Broadleaved Woodland (WD1) 

Reed and Large Sedge Swamps (FS1) 

Muddy Sand Shores (LS3) 

Mixed Sediment Shores (LS5) 
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Lower Salt Marsh (CM1) 

Upper Salt Marsh (CM2) 

Lagoon and Saline Lakes (CW1) 

Tidal Rivers (CW2) 

Estuaries (MW4) 

As part of its obligations under the habitats directive, Ireland has to report on the status of species and 

habitats protected under the habitats directive every 6 years. The last report from 201312 refers to the 

infilling of sites at Ballyadam, just east of Carrigtwohill, that ‘may have been’ turloughs. The reports says 

that field and desktop survey had never confirmed these as turloughs. Desktop survey from this current 

report indicates that turlough vegetation communities at those sites, if they ever developed, are unlikely to 

have occurred for a long time. However field surveys associated with flood risk mapping 11, 14 refer to 

turloughs as geological features in the area. If restored and managed properly these could provide valuable 

biodiversity interest in the area. 

 

Endnotes from section on ‘Biodiversity information of interest about Carrigtwohill’ 

1 https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data 

 

2 http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm 

 

3 https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/synopsis/SY001058.pdf 

 

4 http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie 

 

5 https://www.npws.ie/legislation 

 

6 http://wildlifecrime.ie/pages/Legislation.html 

7 http://www.mammals-in-ireland.ie/species/pine-marten 

 

8 http://www.batconservationireland.org/irish-bats/species/lesser-horseshoe-bat 

 

https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/protected-sites/synopsis/SY001058.pdf
http://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/legislation
http://wildlifecrime.ie/pages/Legislation.html
http://www.mammals-in-ireland.ie/species/pine-marten
http://www.batconservationireland.org/irish-bats/species/lesser-horseshoe-bat
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9 https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/A%20Guide%20to%20Ha

bitats%20in%20Ireland%20-%20Fossitt.pdf 

 

10 https://www.corkcoco.ie/arts-heritage/natural-heritage 

 

11 http://corkcocoplans.ie/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2016/07/Appendix-

C-1023_CarrigtohillGroundwaterFRA_RevA-_withFig2Aand2B.pdf 

 

12 https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Article_17_Print_Vol_2_r

eport_habitats_v1_1_0.pdf 

 

13 http://corklocalareaplans.com/ 

 

14 https://opw.ie/en/media/Appendix%20A%20-

%20Site%20Inspection%20Reports%20Part%201%20of%205.pdf 

 

15 http://carrigtwohillcommunity.ie/history/carrigtwohill-caves/ 

 

16 http://map.geohive.ie/mapviewer.html 

 

17 https://www.catchments.ie/maps/ 

18 http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj 

19 http://gis.epa.ie/Envision 

 

 

 

  

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/A%20Guide%20to%20Habitats%20in%20Ireland%20-%20Fossitt.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/A%20Guide%20to%20Habitats%20in%20Ireland%20-%20Fossitt.pdf
https://www.corkcoco.ie/arts-heritage/natural-heritage
http://corkcocoplans.ie/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2016/07/Appendix-C-1023_CarrigtohillGroundwaterFRA_RevA-_withFig2Aand2B.pdf
http://corkcocoplans.ie/wp-content/uploads/bsk-pdf-manager/2016/07/Appendix-C-1023_CarrigtohillGroundwaterFRA_RevA-_withFig2Aand2B.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Article_17_Print_Vol_2_report_habitats_v1_1_0.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/Article_17_Print_Vol_2_report_habitats_v1_1_0.pdf
http://corklocalareaplans.com/
https://opw.ie/en/media/Appendix%20A%20-%20Site%20Inspection%20Reports%20Part%201%20of%205.pdf
https://opw.ie/en/media/Appendix%20A%20-%20Site%20Inspection%20Reports%20Part%201%20of%205.pdf
http://carrigtwohillcommunity.ie/history/carrigtwohill-caves/
http://map.geohive.ie/mapviewer.html
https://www.catchments.ie/maps/
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/2000/60/oj
http://gis.epa.ie/Envision
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Potential Biodiversity related actions in Carrigtwohill and its environs 

Proposed actions 

1. Habitat mapping 

1.1. Training of community volunteers (teenagers and adults alike) to carry out 
habitat mapping in Carrigtwohill. 

1.2. Training of community members in how to manage local green space 
habitats for pollinators such as bees and butterflies, inclusive of 
management and maintenance of wildflower grassland and wildflower 
strips. 

1.3. Habitat mapping of Carrigtwohill area to Fossitt Level 3 to be carried out 
by trained members of the community. 

2. Wild Places – for play and recreation – for people and for biodiversity 

2.1. Develop a plan for managing natural habitats in the plot of ground 
between Oakbrook, Bramble Close, Maple Lane, Maple Close and Maple 
crescent  

2.2. For potential use as a wild and safe natural play and recreation area, 
develop a plan for managing natural habitats in the plot of ground 
between the astro-turf pitch and the GAA pitch. The area is zoned both as 
“open space” and “town centre” in the Local Area Plan. Land registry folio 
number is CK36357. 

2.3. For potential use as a wild and safe natural play and recreation area, 
develop a plan for managing natural habitats in areas zoned in the 
development plan as CT-O-08 and CT-O-09.  

2.4. For potential use as a wild and safe natural play and recreation area, 
develop a plan for managing natural habitats in the environs of Rockville 
Farm/Castle. 

2.5. Develop a biodiversity enhancement plan for the large brownfield areas 
zoned in the local area plan as CT-R-01, CT-R-09, CT-C-01 and CT-C-03. This 
plan could then compliment and influence developments that are to take 
place. 

2.6. For use as an area to develop as a “Wild Place”, explore the possibility of 
utilising land between Scoil Clíodhna and N25. 

2.7. For use as an area to develop as a “Wild Place”, explore the possibility of 
utilising land parcels with Land Registry folio numbers CK54874, 
CK132375F, CK39501, CK93259F, 83215F and 83284F 

2.8. For use as an area to develop as a “Wild Place”, explore the possibility of 
utilising the plot of ground between “Maryville” and “Ryan and Ahearn 
Place”. The area is currently zoned as town centre CT-T-02. Land Registry 
folio no. is CK118194F. 

2.9. Establish an “Adventure playground” based on UK Playwork model in a 
wild place in Carrigtwohill 

3. Managing green spaces to benefit pollinators and biodiversity 

3.1. Introduce chemical free and pollinator friendly landscape management 
practices in the Millennium Park and St. John’s Walk.  

3.2. Introduce chemical free and pollinator friendly landscape management 
practices in the green with treeline at An Fána.  
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3.3. Introduce chemical free and pollinator friendly landscape management 
practices in the large green area at An Guagán 

3.4. Introduce chemical free and pollinator friendly landscape management 
practices in the large green area at St Aloysius Secondary School 

4. Set up a community garden 

4.1. Obtain a suitable space for developing a community garden for food 
growing, kid’s activities and social activities of benefit to people’s health 
and well-being. 

 

5. Education and research 

5.1. Biodiversity expertise being made available to schools for assisting them in 
management of their grounds for biodiversity. 

5.2. Build in the concept of natural habitat creation into the development of 
the new schools campus that is proposed for Carrigtwohill. 

5.3. Build connections with academia to facilitate community based research 
and learning opportunities related to biodiversity in Carrigtwohill 

6. Wetlands 

6.1. Maintain and/or restore the natural integrity of linear water features such 
as the Annsgrove and Tibbottstown streams. To be inclusive of the pond 
near the new Stryker and the Tibbottstown water reservoir. 

6.2. Introduce measures to enhance the lake at Castlelake for biodiversity 

6.3. Explore the possibility of managing the second artificial lake south of the 
main lake at Castlelake  

6.4. Introduce measures to enhance the wetland habitat near “Old Bog Road” 

6.5. Make a biodiversity feature out of the river waterbody near Aldi. 

7. Monitoring, recording and knowledge sharing 

7.1. Record nature related local knowledge, stories and folklore; particularly 
from elderly people. 

7.2. Training for the community on utilising the National Biodiversity Data 
Centres online mapping tools for recording and storing biodiversity 
information. 

7.3. Set up an online portal or some other means of storing and sharing 
biodiversity related information about Carrigtwohill in future. 

8. Keep unique biodiversity features of interest 

8.1. Maintain old Blackthorn Tree in St Aloysius Secondary School 

8.2. Maintain and/or restore the natural integrity of linear water features such 
as the Annsgrove and Tibbottstown streams 

8.3. Preserve biodiversity habitats in hedgerows and old stone walls 

8.3.1. Set up an “Adopt a Hedgerow” initiative in the locality to preserve 
and/or enhance the biodiversity quality of hedgerows such as along 
the old bog road and along the road between Amgen site and 
Carrigtwohill AFC. 

8.3.2. Set up an “Adopt a Stone Wall” initiative in the locality to preserve 
and/or enhance the biodiversity quality of stone walls such as along 
the old bog road and in “the old graveyard”. 

8.4. Raise awareness about the insect hotel near the community centre 

8.5. Raise awareness about Slatty Bridge and highlight importance of the 
Carrigtwohill hinterland for wetland birds 
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8.6. Raise awareness of the three wooded glen valleys that connect with 
Carrigtwohill, one of which has some pNHA. 

8.7. Carry out survey work to identify the importance of Carrigtwohill for 
Starlings 

9. Invasive species 

9.1. Run education and awareness sessions about Invasive species in 
Carrigtwohill 

9.2. Map all known stands of Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia spp.) in 
Carrigtwohill 

9.3. Map all known stands of Winter Heliotrope (Petasites fragrans) in 
Carrigtwohill 

9.4. Map all known stands of Traveller’s Joy, also known as “Mile-a-minute” 
(Clematis vitalba) in Carrigtwohill 

9.5. Produce an invasive species management plan for Carrigtwohill 

10. Set up community beehives at the Men’s Shed 

11. Karst Topography features associated with Carrigtwohill 

11.1. Raise awareness of all known previous karst features such as caves, 
that no longer exist in Carrigtwohill 

11.2. Preserve any karst Limestone features known to still be in existence 
in the Carrigtwohill area such as caves, emergent water sources, etc.   
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Mapping related to proposed actions 
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